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For 9 meets this season, through the end of January, Sarah Christenson took 1 first place 
and 6 second place awards on the 1 meter board (low board).  Some of those meets did 
not have 3 meter board competitions.  Of those that did, she took second place honors 
three times.  Very often the 1st place honors on both boards are taken by another woman 
Mariner who has now qualified for State competition.  At one of the meets before 
Christmas Sarah was voted Mariner of the Meet.  This is a designation voted on by the 
entire team, both swimming and diving, for the person who contributed most to the meet.  It 
is rare for a diver to be awarded that distinction because there are many swimmers that 
score more total team points than the divers do.  The end of season championships will be 
held over the weekend of February 17th. 
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Dylan Tumblin has completed his first sea duty; he was on the cargo ship Horizon Spirit.  
He did 3 legs on the same ship going from Tacoma, Oakland, Hawaii, Guam, Hong Kong, 
Taiwan and back to Tacoma.  He has received his next assignment and will be shipping 
out March 7th on the Maersk Missouri cargo ship.  This ship sails out of Charleston, 
Norfolk, Newark, Algeciras, Suez Canal, Jeddah, Salalah, Jebel Ali Dubai, Jawaharial 
Nehru, Salalah, and Suez Canal back to Charleston.  He has accepted an internship for 
Detyens Shipyard in Charleston from August 29 until October 21. 

Kurt Mast also finished his first trip. He had one round trip on an integrated Tug and Barge 
bulk sugar boat named the Maku Pohu from San Francisco to Hawaii. Then he flew to 
Cape Canaveral and spent a few weeks in port on the M/V Ascension before heading to 
sea. The captain deftly skirted 3 hurricanes. Two off the coast of Florida and one on the 
way back. That trip went from Florida through the Caribbean, down to Ascension Island 
south of the equator, up between the Canary Islands, to Poland and Sweden and back 
again. 

Kristen Hatton is about to come home from her first Sea Duty. She has been on the 
Virginian, a MSC ship that delivered munitions and supplies to Kuwait. She has had a 
pretty good time, working with the 2 women mates and one is even a KP grad! 

David Vasquez (2008) and Christopher Barber (2008) are about to return from their first 
Sea Duty aboard the Spica. USNS Spica is one of Military Sealift Command's five Combat 
Stores Ships and is part of the 36 ships in the Naval Fleet Auxiliary Force. 
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------------------------------------------- 
Local Resident Named Midshipman Officer at Federal Academy 
------------------------------------------ 

Midshipman First Class Kimberly Sercel of Colorado Springs, Colorado, 
was selected to serve the spring term as the First Battalion Commander at the 
United States Merchant Marine Academy, Kings Point, NY.  This position follows 
her previous duties last fall, as Regimental Training Officer for the entire regiment 
at Kings Point.   

As the commander, Sercel is responsible for the overall supervision of the 
two companies that make up First Battalion.  She is in direct command of 
approximately 450 midshipmen; from plebes, the Academy’s freshmen, to the first 
class, the Academy’s senior class.  Sercel manages a six person staff to relay the 
Regimental Commander’s intent, and oversees training, berthing and academic 
management, sea year preparedness, liberty, restriction and mast policies and 
procedures, among other duties. 

A 2001 graduate of Air Academy High School in Colorado, Sercel is 
majoring in Logistics.  At the annual awards ceremony held Dec 14, in Melville 
Hall at the Kings Point Officer’s Club,  she was awarded the Dean’s List Gold Star, 
for achieving a grade point average of 3.5 or better during the first term of the 
2005-06 academic year.  Her spring term extracurricular activities will also include 
captain of the Mariner’s Women’s Intercollegiate Swimming and Softball teams. 

The daughter of Jonathan and Patricia Sercel of Colorado Springs, she 
received her nomination to Kings Point from Senator Ben Nighthorse-Campbell, 
(R) Colorado. 

The United States Merchant Marine Academy, founded in 1943, is a federal 
institution operated by the Maritime Administration of the U.S. Department of 
Transportation.  Its mission is to train young men and women from across the 
nation as merchant marine and naval reserve officers and awards them a Bachelor 
of Science degree.  Midshipmen are required to spend one year of the Academy’s 
four year program training at sea aboard U.S commercial vessels. Midshipmen 
must then pass a comprehensive third mate written examination, administered by 
the U.S. Coast Guard, for licensing as a deck officer, QMED (Qualified Member of 
the Engine Department), or engineering officer.  
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