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Note from the Superintendent  

Dear Parents, Families and Friends of Kings Point, 
What a great honor and privilege it is to serve as the 11th Superintendent!  

Debby joins me expressing how humbled we are by the opportunity to continue our 
service to the nation by returning to Kings Point.  As a Kings Pointer, I know that the 
U.S. Merchant Marine Academy is a national treasure and as Secretary of Trans-
portation Ray LaHood has stated repeatedly, Kings Point should be viewed 
amongst service academies as the ñcrown jewel.ò I am committed to achieving that 
goal! 

It has been nearly two months since I assumed duties as Superintendent 
and each day has been rich in its fulfillment. After reporting aboard for duty on 30 
August, the month of September was a terrific time to engage with many of our key 
Kings Point families, friends and alumni. Iôm proud to say that one of my first official 
events was to speak to and spend time with the USMMA National Parentsô Chapter 
Presidents in early September at their annual conference held at the Academy. This 
important meeting occurred just prior to Acceptance Day and Parentsô Weekend. I 
was deeply impressed by the parent chapter leaders.  You are engaged, committed 
and dedicated to enriching the Academyôs mission as you work tirelessly to support 
our Midshipmen.  While perhaps time-late, I wanted to make mention and give spe-
cial thanks to a few of our parents in key leadership positions within the Parents 
Association. These call outs represent the tremendous dedication and commitment 
I know all of our parents around the country are providing to support our midship-
men. Many thanks to you all, especially:  

Joe & Sheryl Bailey (IN, KY, TN)ðAdmissions Rep & Regional Vice-
President Chapter. Joe chairs the USMMA Parentsô Association legislative action 
team. Joe & Sheryl took charge and coordinated a myriad of support details for the 
midshipmen, staff and parents who attended Midn Marisa Sanchezôs funeral last 
April in Indiana. 

Alice Clausing (WI)ðRegional Vice-President and Admissions Rep since 
1998. Alice hosts the annual Welcome Aboard luncheon for Wisconsin in her home 
each year and prepares all the foodðincluding her famous peach pies! 

Pete & Stephanie Meyers (NY)ðPete is the USMMA Parentsô Association 
National Treasurer. He handles all the Associationôs finances and banking/
accounting.  Pete is also in charge of purchasing the Midn Sanchez Memorial 
Bench. Together, he and Stephanie attend numerous meetings at the Academy to represent the Parentsô Association because they live in New 
York! 

Suzanne Graboski (S.VA,/Mid-Atlantic States Region)ðMary Jane Fuschetto tells me she could not survive without Suzanne! Suzanne, 
a National Vice-President, handles all the ticket sales and reservations for the entire Parentsô Weekend Events calendar. She is also an Admis-
sions Rep and hosts the Annual Welcome Aboard Picnic for her region. The 2010 picnic had almost 200 attendees! 
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New York Metro ChapterðThis chapter hosts local parties at 
the Academy, including the holiday parties as well as various pizza and 
ice cream socials. The New York Chapter also coordinated all the food 
service for the Midn Sanchez brunch at the Academy following the me-
morial chapel service. 

Parentsô Weekend and Acceptance Day were filled with many 
positive events. At each and every turn, I was impressed by the Regi-
mentôs presentation, decorum and energized spirit. Many thanks go to 
the USMMA Band and others from the Regiment for a tremendous dis-
play of military smartness in the ñBeat Retreatò performance. It was a 
highlight for our visiting parents!  Additionally, we were pleased to host 
VADM Dirk Debbink,  Chief of the Navy Reserve, for his first visit to 
Kings Point.  I know he came away from his experience at USMMA with 
a clear sense of the value of Kings Point and its talented midshipmen 
and graduates. We were honored that VADM Debbink could swear in 
the class of 2014 as midshipman, U.S. Navy Reserve, and then serve as 
the reviewing officer for the Acceptance Day Ceremony Formal Parade.  

Another highlight in September was attending the Kings Point 
Chapter Presidents Alliance annual conference. This daylong event 
hosted in Baltimore at the Maritime Institute of Technology and Graduate 
Studies provided an excellent opportunity to meet so many of our dedi-
cated alumni leaders from around the globe. The Dubai chapter got 
the award for coming the furthest! Thanks go to Gary Hicks  (KPô76) 
and his wife for coordinating the successful event. I know the mid-
shipman leadership that attended made a positive impact and con-
tribution to the healthy dialogue between generations of Kings 
Pointers.   I was joined at the event by the Academic Dean and 
Commandant of Midshipmen, and together we engaged in a valu-
able exchange of ideas with chapter presidents and other alumni 
leaders, such as Charlie Hill ô65 and Jim Tobin ô77, about Kings 
Pointôs bright future.  

Homecoming Weekend wrapped up an exciting and re-
warding first month on the job! The Academy was honored by the 
visit of Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood and Maritime Ad-
ministrator David Matsuda who participated in the Superintendentôs 
formal installation ceremony. Later they joined me with some of our 
most distinguished and dedicated alumni at the Annual Alumni 
Awards Dinner at Melville Hall. During the course of Homecoming 
Weekend, I had the privilege to meet hundreds of Kings Pointers, 
including members from our senior anniversary class of 1945. All of 
our anniversary classes from 1945 through 2010 were well repre-
sented and the weekend was full of spirit, energy and pride!   

I would also like to acknowledge the support that many 
parents have given to the three midshipmen who lost close family 
members over the past several weeks.  Your warmth and encour-
agement reflect the close ties that bind all members of the Kings 
Point family together.  Debby and I appreciate your efforts to buoy 
their spirits during their time of loss. 

Thank you for the warm welcome and tremendous display of support. Iôve been overwhelmed by the  number of letters, phone calls and 
emails that express your commitment, optimism and passion for our Academy and its midshipmen.  I look forward to sharing my vision with you in 
the coming months as your Kings Point Team gets down to business.  

Let me conclude by expressing how proud I am to continue serving on behalf of my alma mater. Debby and I could not be more excited 
to be representing Kings Point on what I know is going to be a rewarding journey. We look forward to meeting our Kings Point alumni, friends and 
familiesðwhether on the road or here at the Academy!  

With Warmest Regards, 
P.H. Greene, Jr., KPô78 

Superintendentõs Message (conõt from page one) 

Admiral Philip Greene, Mary Jane and Rocco Fuschetto, Na-
tional Chairs USMMA Parents Association, Admiral Dirk J. 
Debbink, , at Beat Retreat. 

Executive Board members greet Admiral Greene at the Presi-
dentõs Conference Wednesday Reception. From left, Shirley An-
thony, Debby Greene, Terry Gray, Suzanne Graboski, Rocco 
Fuschetto, Admiral Phil Greene, Mary Jane Fuschetto, and Pete 
Meyers. 
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Annual USMMA Parents Association Presidentõs Conference 

Chief Maritime Administrator David 
Matsuda addresses the 2010 US-
MMA Parents Association Presi-
dentôs Conference. State, Regional and National officers of the USMMA Parents Association pose for their official 

2010 photo alongside Maritime Administrators and Academy officials. 

At left, Admiral 
Phil Greene ad-
dresses the Presi-
dentôs Confer-
ence as Chief 
Maritime Adminis-
trator David Ma-
tsuda looks on. At 
right, Matsuda, 
Chief MARAD 
Legal Counsel 
Denise Krepp, 
and Deputy MA-
RAD Administra-
tor Orlando Gotay 
speak at the 
D i s t i n g u i s h e d 
Chapter Awards 
dinner. 

At left, RVP Alice Clausing, Parent 
Director Shirley Anthony, RVPs Jim 
and Suzanne Graboski, and Linda 
Budesa enjoy the Melville Reception. 

At right, Debby Greene, Edie Angio-
letti and Susan Reilly enjoy the cele-
bration at Melville Hall on Wednes-

day evening. 
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MARAD Public Relations Administrator Cheron Wicker and Parent 
Association Chair Mary Jane Fuschetto. 

Dean Shashi Kumar was honored for his dedication and service to US-
MMA during the Thursday night dinner. Make the presentation from left 
are Mrs. Kumar, Mary Jane Fuschetto, Dean Kumar, Admiral Phil 
Greene and Rocco Fuschetto. 

Shown above are Mary Jane Fuschetto, RVP Joe Bailey, MARAD Chief 
David Matsuda, Legal Counsel Denise Krepp, Deputy MARAD Adminis-
trator Orlando Gotay, Admiral Phil Greene, Rocco Fuschetto. 

Enjoying the re-
ception at right, 
are Alumni Foun-
dation Legislative 
Action Chair Mel 
Tublin, (USMMA 
ó49) and Parent 
Chair  Rocco 
Fuschetto. 

Cookie Café Mom Carol Guest and her husband Gene Guest were 
presented with a plaque of appreciation by Mary Jane Fuschetto, 
Admiral Phil Greene and Rocco Fuschetto for the many projects that 
they have organized over the years at Kings Point. 

RVP David Brune and Duane & Pam Maxwell, Presidents of North 
Carolina Chapter,    enjoy a festive moment.  

Annual USMMA Parents Association Presidentõs Conference 


